
Your prayers, encouragement and support are changing lives.

This summer, 102 students from 34 different colleges and universities studied at one of our four 
campuses. Many of these students first arrived on our campus discouraged by the lack of concern 
given by the broader Christian community to caring for God's good earth. Their time at 
Au Sable filled these students not only with greater knowledge and skills, but with greater 
faith, purpose and hope.

We are a group of committed Christians who care about God's created world, and we are excited 
that you are part of our community.

Thank you for supporting us!

Au Sable Institute

Community
Newsletter

Au Sable Institute is a nonprofit organization and an accredited member of the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability (ECFA).  We are faithfully committed to established standards of accountability, transparency, 
fund-raising and board governance. Your contributions are tax deductible.
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Our theme this summer was "Look up and see!" It was an invitation for students to put 
down their phones, be present and really appreciate the complexity and beauty of creation. 
Thank you for giving these students the chance to study with us and be inspired to serve, 

protect and restore God's earth!

FALL 2018

Look up and see! Who created these? 
He brings out the stars by number ; he calls all 
of them by name. Because of his great power 

and strength, not one of them is missing.

Isaiah 40:26
email updates 

To subscribe to our twice-per-month updates, go to our homepage at 
www.ausable.org and look for the "Email Updates" form.



Our college enrollment this summer of 102 students was a near record! Over 75% of these students 
received some sort of financial assistance that comes directly from our donors and supporters. Thank 

you for allowing us to serve more students and growing this movement of Christians who are 
committed to caring for the created world!

A few highlights from our four campuses:

There are a lot of exciting changes taking place within our environmental education program. This fall marks the start of Au Sable's 
Environmental Leadership Intensive (ELI) program, which immerses college students and young professionals in our work with local 
schools and community members. ELI distinguishes itself from its predecessor, the Environmental Education Internship Program, by 
spanning an entire semester and incorporating over 300 additional hours of training and practical experience in non-profit administration, 
leadership development, and field natural history work. Our K-12 programming is also going through some exciting changes. We are 
recasting our outreach with local schools as "Field School." This rebrand will allow us to better distinguish our on-site programming and 
will help to create a common brand for our K-12 outreach efforts.

None of this work with local K-12 schools would happen without your support. Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to reach 
students at a young age when they are forming their attitudes and opinions about the natural world and their place in it.

Our latest podcast focuses on a group of 5th grade students at Mill 
Creek Elementary School in Williamsburg, MI. Au Sable partnered 
with the school to implement the Restoration Ecology for Young 
Students (REYS) program. Throughout the course of a semester, 
students learned about ecosystems and the scientific process. They 
were also given the opportunity to get outside and use their new 
knowledge and skills to conduct a service project at their school. 
The recording features interviews with numerous students who were 
eager to share their curiosity and wonder at the natural world. If 
you would like to support this program and help other young 
students get their hands dirty, contact Jon Terry at 
jon.terry@ausable.org.

The podcast can be listened to by going to out main website at www.
ausable.org, clicking on "About" and then clicking on 
"Multimedia."

Please consider leaving a legacy of Christian environmental education through a bequest in your will or trust.  
Bequests are often the most direct and impactful way to give.  

 

Seven undergraduate students served as research assistants this summer and conducted 
studies that further our scientific understanding of ecology, conservation, and ecological 
restoration.
One project investigated the impact of dam removal on the Boardman River, another 
studied the breeding habitat of the endangered Kirtland's warbler, and the third project 
studied reforestation of vacated oil and gas pads.
One student, who was part of the new Summer Undergraduate Preparation in 
Environmental Research (SUPER) program, conducted the first ever systematic survey 
of butterfly diversity on  Au Sable's campus.
The undergraduate students presented their findings at the end of the summer at the 
Au Sable Research Symposium that was attended by Au Sable students along with
 representatives from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
Congratulations to the research assistants for their important scientific work and 
discovering new things about the natural world and how we can best care for it!

new podcast
"planting seeds"

environmental education for K-12 students

undergraduate research program
near record enrollment in college program
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""Au Sable’s mission 
is to inspire and educate 
people to serve, protect, 
and restore God’s earth. 

All of our research is 
about that, too.

 
Dr. Fred Van Dyke,  

Au Sable’s Executive Director
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Great Lakes
-This summer, 63 students participated in 15 courses at the 
Great Lakes campus in northern Michigan, including the first 
students in the new Field Techniques in Wetlands course.
-Integrative Sessions, which bring together all students and 
faculty to start the week off each Monday, allowed students to 
experience some of God's most beautiful creation at places like 
Sleeping Bear Dunes, the Jordan and Manistee Rivers, and Lake 
Michigan beaches.
-Au Sable hosted five high school students who learned GIS 
skills in the creation of ArcGIS Storymaps documenting Au 
Sable research and a photo tour of the campus.

Pacific Rim
-This summer, 33 students participated in six courses at the 
Pacific Rim Institute, Au Sable's Pacific Northwest partner on 
Whidbey Island, WA.
-Weekly Integrative Sessions focused on the complex 
interconnected nature of our world and included "Alpine to the 
Sea," "Island Life," "Marine," and "Sustainable Food 
Production" themes.
-Summer interns worked with professional restoration ecologists 
in expanding an herbarium collection as well as collecting seeds 
and growing over 20 species of native plants.

India
-The India course introduced students to the knowledge, 
skills, and challenges for conservation and development in 
South India. The students learned sustainable agriculture 
techniques from fishermen and farmers, human-animal 
conflict mitigation strategies from Forest Department 
officials and indigenous people, and how best to alleviate 
poverty and conserve wildlife from local nonprofit 
organizations.
-Five of the students were from The Master's University 
(CA) and used the course to help prepare for an extended 
stay in India to support missionaries at an orphanage.

Costa Rica
-Nine students interested in missions traveled to Costa Rica to 
take our course titled Sustainability, Tropical Agriculture and 
Missions. The course focused on tropical crops, low-cost and 
sustainable farming techniques, and strategies for building 
relationships with resource-poor farmers. Issues in Christian 
missions and development, urban gardening and small animal 
techniques were also covered in the context of agricultural 
employment and economy.


